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policy suffer an appearance of virtue and piety to
be set up, to mock the world into true devil-wor-
ship ? How could he set himself up to be worshipped
as a god, and how could he make himself truly the
god of this world, if he did not enjoin to his wor-
shippers, at least seemingly, some forms of life, and
appearing principles, agreeable to the rules of virtue
and honour? It is by this that in general he has
carried on the delusion, and this, as I may say, has
been the magic of his art, as well as the art of his
magic.

The Romans were the most civilized heathens
that the world ever saw; their government had in
it all the appearance of justice and moderation;
they honoured and rewarded virtue and honour,
love to our country, courage, gallantry: how did
they crown those that saved a citizen, give triumphs
to those that had conquered their enemies, give
prizes to those who excelled in the most commend-
able things! How did they honour chastity in
their vestal virgins; temperance, eloquence, learn-
ing and philosophy, in the persons of those that ex-
celled, and erect statues to their memory when
dead I

Yet all this while their religion was devil-worship;
their augurs and southsayers, and the priests of
their temples and oracles, were diviners, magicians,
wizards, and, in the very letter of it, dealers with the
Devil, and that in the worst sense; all their sacri-
fices, and their institution of games, for appeasing
the angry gods, were the most horrid and barbarous
pieces of ignorance, or hellish cruelty and brutality,
that could be imagined, even sometimes to human
sacrifices; and in all those excesses of their devo-
tion, the Devil led them on blinded by strong de-
lusions to such performances, (in order to appease
the wrath of Heaven,) as were unworthy of God, in-
consistent with his nature, as a bountiful beneficent